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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

 
I am writing to explain my reasons for not supporting the Bill and wish to highlight a number 
of serious implications for both parents and children if this Bill is passed. 
 
Firstly, I do not believe that this Bill will make any difference in stopping child abusers. This 
is because the current law does enough to ensure that only ‘reasonable punishment’ is 
used and it is not possible to apply this if you use severe physical punishment on a child 
which amounts to wounding, actual bodily harm, grievous bodily harm or child cruelty. Child 
abusers are going to abuse children however severe the law is. A person who abuses any 
other person, particularly a minor, will generally have a predisposition to this type of deviant 
behaviour; therefore no law is going to stop this. 
 
 I believe that this new Bill will have a negative impact upon the parents who really wish to 
bring their children up in a loving, but disciplined home environment. I believe that this Bill 
will only end up criminalising parents who do wish to carry on disciplining their children with 
a smack.  
 
I have heard some MSP responses to this concern and I must confess that their comments 
do not reassure parents who would continue to use ‘reasonable chastisement’ to discipline 
their children. An MSP has been reported as saying in response to a parent who has asked 
what will happen to them if they continue to smack their children in a controlled and loving 
environment, if the Bill is passed, that, the Bill and those who will enforce it, are not about 
criminalising ‘decent’ and ‘good law breakers’, but is all about stopping those who are 
verging into physical abuse. However, we have all heard the stories in the news of parents 
who have fallen foul of the current legislation and have been treated as criminals. I refer to 
a case in 2017 where a father faced charges for smacking his son’s bottom for breaking a 
plant pot and also a case in 2008 where a father was charged with assault and spent the 
night in jail because he had smacked his son’s bottom for walking away from him on their 
way home one night after dark and the parent had to go looking for him. Another case was 
in 2001 where a father lost his job as a teacher because he smacked his daughter in a 
dentist’s waiting room.  
 
I also have heard first hand of a local incident, a year or two ago, where a mother in my 
local branch of Boots, smacked her child for some misdemeanour and a member of staff 
called the police and the mother was detained and questioned.  
 
The common feature of all of these incidents is that it is the onlookers and ‘witnesses’ who 
have interfered in these situations and have taken the decision to call the police. Therefore, 
in making the legislation even stricter, I believe that it will just encourage an unpleasant ‘Big 
Brother’ culture where instead of neighbourhoods looking out for each other, society will 
become more distrusting because they will fear that they are being watched and reported 
on. I believe that there are always certain types of people in society who have nothing 
better to do than pray on others, to take advantage of over rigorous legislation and meddle 
unnecessary into other people’s business, causing more harm than good. No one can deny 
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that we have all experienced a ‘nosey neighbour’ or someone out on a power trip! It is 
human nature to want to exercise power in this way and it is opening up the potential for 
exploitation.  
 
 It is also the worry that this type of legislation will be enforced with bureaucratic methods, 
where blanket policies apply to all. Yet, while social workers and incident desks of police 
stations will be inundated with cases from ‘witnesses’ of incidents, which will further 
increase the already over burdened work loads and stretch the scant resources of these 
public services, real criminals and child abusers and will be continuing to abuse children 
behind doors, which is where real abuse always happens. How this is helping children is 
anyone’s guess!?  
 
I would not only go as far to encourage the Bill to be rejected, but rather, I believe that 
legislation should positively encourage parents to have the freedom to discipline as they 
see fit and that it is imperative that decent, law abiding parents are allowed to continue to 
use reasonable punishment and, if necessary, a smack to discipline their children. As a 
school teacher of 15 years, 10 of which teaching in inner city Liverpool, I have seen the 
consequences of a generation of children who have not been smacked, nor had loving 
discipline. I believe that the current law (amongst other factors) has reduced the amount of 
parents using ‘reasonable chastisement’ as my experience of teaching and talking with 
youngsters has identified this. When I have told my classes of how I was disciplined as a 
child, I have never heard a child say that they were too. In fact the response to me is often 
one of shock and horror.  
 
However, I do not believe that the lack of smacking or ‘reasonable chastisement’ has 
positively impacted on these children’s development, quite the opposite, in fact. I am truly 
concerned about the state of our schools, homes and society in general and the result a 
lack of discipline has had on our nation, and in particular our younger generation. Children 
no longer respect authority as they do not believe that there are any consequences to their 
actions. This begins in the home, where the lack of reasonable punishment is evident and 
continues up through society.  
 
I do not believe that our nation’s young folks’ behaviour is any better, but worse since the 
1970s when I was a child. Children must know there is severe consequences for deviating 
from the straight and narrow and this should begin in the home. 
 
I also believe that reasonable chastisement reminds children to respect authority in the 
home. Unlike when I see parents and children interact these days, sometimes you don’t 
know who is the child and who is the parent, apart from their physical appearance.  
 
I could bring many more points to the fore, but time prevents me. However, my final point is 
that I was smacked as a child and I believe that it helped me to generate respect for my 
parents and authority in general and I am most grateful that my parents took care to 
discipline me when needed and with care, because they loved me. As a committed 
Christian, I uphold the biblical view that one is to use physical punishment to train a child, 
but that this must be done in love and in a controlled environment. Parents are commanded 
by God, not to be unreasonable nor ‘provoke their child to anger’ (Ephesians 6:4). 
Moreover, experts in disciplining and fellow Christians who do discipline their children with 
smacking will tell you that if you smack a child correctly, the child will return to the parent for 
comfort and consolation, where a deep and loving bond is developed between the parent 
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and child – this is not something that I have seen much of in my work with parents and 
children. Likewise, it is evident that a correctly disciplined child develops trust with their 
parent. This is not something that can be said of the relationship between real child abusers 
and the child.  
 
Therefore, I hope that these points will encourage those voting on the Bill to think very 
carefully about the negative consequences this Bill will have for many parents who seek to 
do the right thing for their children, but above all for the effects it will have on our future 
generation of children who are (unbeknown to them) desperate for parents who will lovingly 
discipline them and encourage them to respect authority and know the consequences of 
doing wrong.  
 
Please do not vote for this Bill which I believe is another step this country is making in the 
wrong direction.  
 

 


